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OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Sunday: &15am - r:15pm

SUNDAY MASSES

5:00pm (sat)
9:00am; 10:30aMm; 12:00PM; 4:30pm

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday - Friday: 7:30am; 12:0pm
VESPERS (EVENING PRAYER)

Monday - Friday: s:opm
ADORATION

Tuesday: 3:00pm-6:00pm
CONFESSIONS

Monday - Friday: 11:30am - 12:00pm
Saturday: 4:30pm - 5:00pm

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS,
AND FUNERALS

Please sce the parish website or call the main
office for details. Weddings require a one year
notice.
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Dr. John Paul Farahat
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EMBRACING THE CROSS

During the Horizons of Hope series on palliative care,
I reflected on how little our culture is willing to ralk
about death. We are afraid to acknowledge that death is a
natural part of human existence. This can leave us isolated
or fearful in the face of our own suffering, or that of our

family and friends.

At the same time, we have become desensitized to the
violent and horrific deaths experienced daily by children,
women, and men around the world and in our city.
Violence and systemic oppression have become normal.
We change the channel or scroll past it on our newsfeeds —

because you are all here!
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ince 1856, St. Basil’s Parish has been home to people of all ages and needs. We are blessed

Mothers are welcome to nurse their children in church or provide them snacks as needed. If you

need to, feel free to walk with your child in the back of the church or in the hallway off the side
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numb, overwhelmed, and disempowered.

Theologian Dorothee Soelle describes another
kind of death, “death by bread alone,” where we are
so satiated and saturated with material products
that we exist in a state of living death, isolated
and faisely independent, without purpose. We
no longer see anything, or anyone, as gift. This
existence — devoid of genuine relationships and
filled with anxiety and loneliness — means we are
numb to our own death-like 1iving and the violent
deaths of others, whom we do not mourn because
we do not believe we are connected. I wonder if
this is what St. Paul meant when he said that some
live as enemies of the Cross, hyper-focused on the

material world.

What is the cure for our attitudes towards death?
Our readings chai]enge us to embrace the Cross of
Christ. For St. Paul our hope is grounded in the
Cross and Resurrection. At the Transfiguration,
the voice of God urges the disciples to listen to
Jesus, who, immediately before the mountaintop
experience and again after, predicts his own
suffering and death and tells his friends that the
path of discipleship includes the cross.

As we witness through Jesus' incarnation,
life, ministry, teaching, and especially through
his death and resurrection, God has decisively
chosen life over death. God chooses embrace, not
exclusion. God chooses the way of humility and
interdependence. God chooses to lift up the lowly
and the vulnerable. God transforms death into
life. God opposes every force which disconnects us
from God and one another. Death is not the end of
the story for Christians.

Embracing the Cross means we do not need
to fear natural death. We no longer need to avoid
everything that reminds us of our finitude. We can
stop numbing ourselves or turning our back on

thOSC Wi’lO suffer and dle We can actively ChOOSG

to side with life. We can challenge the systems and
structures that bring about unnatural death - like
poverty, war, violence, oppression, isolation, and

discrimination.

To follow Jesus as a disciple, to listen to him,
means to embody his commitment to life and
opposition to the forces of death. This Lent,
may our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving shake us
out of our fear of death, and prepare us to more
whoieheartedly embrace the Cross of Christ, in

which we find our hope and transformation.

— JoAnn Melina Lopez

SERRA CLUB

The next meeting of the Downtown Toronto
Serra Club, drawing members from numerous
Toronto parishes, will take place on Wednesday,
March 19, 2025 in the St. Basil's Parish Hall
following the 12:10 p.m. Mass. The guest speaker
will be Carissa Douglas, mother of 15 children
ages 1 to 22. She is the Author and [lustrator of
the Little Douglings Catholic children’s book
series and the Dougling Adventures junior fiction
novels. Guests and those interested in learning
more about Serra International are most welcome.

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION

Introduction to Christian Meditation for
Young Adults (age 18-45)
4 Wednesdays, starting March 19, 7:30-8:45pm
Registration required: hetps://bit.lv/4wkIntro

Looking for prayer and
stillness in the new year? Join
a four-week introductory series

on Christian Meditation for

L= ity by Jose Cuervo, MPsy, MTS.
Learn this contemplative way of Christian prayer,
practised by the 4th century Desert Fathers and
Mothers. Sessions take place in Ardeche Hall.
Suggested donation $40.


Lee
Typewritten Text
124 - 4


SACRED BEGINNINGS

Are you and your spouse expecting, expecting
to be expecting, or knee-deep in diapers? Come
join us! We're a community of couples that are
striving to grow in love for God, our spouses,
and our kids. Families have been gathering on
the second Sunday of each month, downstairs in
Macrina Hall, from 9 - r0:15 AM for kids' activities
and the opportunity to pray and reflect together.

Our final gathering is on Palm Sunday, April
13. More details are available on our registration
form on the parish website. Feel free to email
the organizing couple (Catherine & Brendan) at

cath.s.steven@gmail.com if you have any questions.
USMC SCHOLA CONCERT

Monday, March 17, 7:30pm

All are welcome to a Lenten concert at St. Basil’s
presented by the St. Michael’s Schola Cantorum,
directed by Dr. Christina Labriola, on Monday,
March 17 at 7:30 pm.

Together with a consort of instruments led by
Christopher Verrette and four wonderful soloists,
the Schola will present an uplifting and hopeful
setting of the Requiem by Neapolitan Baroque
composer Niccolo Jommelli (1714-1774).

Admission is free, with donations gmtefully
accepted.

BUNDLE UP WEEKEND

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is
collecting gently used clothing and footwear the
weekend of March 22/23.

A truck and volunteers will be present before
and after the Saturday and Sunday Masses.
Please ensure that your donations are clean and
in good condition. We thank you for bringing
your items on the designated weekend, as there
is no dedicated storage space in the church. God
bless you for your generosity!

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

March 22/23: Easter Flowers

Mass INTENTIONS
MARCH 16-22

NDAY LENT 11

9:00am Nora Paraguya (%)
10:30am Pro Populo

12:00pm Adele O'Connell (%)
430pm Carmelita Salazar (%)

MONDAY
7:30am
1z:ropm Francis, Monica, and Mary Gannon
CEXI!
TUESDAY
7:30am
12:1T0pmM

WEDNESDAY St Joseph

7:30am

L

12:10pm Vocations

THURSDAY

7:30am

1zziopm Juan Blackwell (liv)

FRIDAY
7:30pm
12:1T0pm Luigi, Len, Lina, and Michael

Ciavarella (= %)

SATURDAY
5:00pm Claudette Wingell (¥)

PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Sue Banfield, Rebecca
Beaton, Annabelle Brossard, Desmond Brownlee, Lori Celik,
Steve Chandeller, Yvonne Clarke, Josephine Damico, Jasper
David-Fuchs, Clare DeMello, Maisie Henry, Maryanne Hodges,
Bohdanka  Kovalska, Elaine Landrie, Margaret LaRose,
Cheekon Leong, Luba Leong, Anne McFadden, Margaret-Mary
McKenzie, David Martin, Rosy Menezes, Dr. Peter Moran, Paul
OBrien, Robert Rodbourne, Delaila Salvador, Todd Snow,
Federico Sorianosos Jr., John Sytsma, Betty Veit, Eileen Vyphius,
Rosalie Wimbs, and Alexander W.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED, especially, Carmelita Salazar.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422
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Registered Massage &
Acupuncture Therapists
WWW.jgracemassage.ca

15 Wellesley St W #208

416.927.8566

A L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
¥ FUNERAL SERVICES
Tl |T ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467
Mount Hope Cemetery 416-483-4944

‘CityMarket‘
Serving the community

since 2010
In the Manulife building

416-923-8831

Footcare on Bay

John Ray, D.Ch.
Benjamin Cohen, D.Ch.

) 905 Bay Street 416-962-0062

Funeral Prearrangements available
(all for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

RM

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

ROSAR - MORRISON
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL
467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)
416-924-1408

James A. Munroe, General Manager
james.munroe@dignitymemorial.com

Michael Kessel, Assistant Manager
michael.kessel@dignitymemorial.com

BE THE GOOD

8o SMCS

5] ST.MICHAEL'S
5/ COLLEGE SCHOOL

Donate Today:
ccafdn.ca

Sotheby!s Canada

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Real estate with a higher purpose,

\\‘l

Dr. Benny Kwong

Dentist
Serving our neighbourhood
for over 30 years
1033 Bay St., Suite 211

416-928-3080

your trusted partner. Catholic
& Children's Aid
N 416.818.1508 | kmyles@sothebysrealty.ca
Kimmé Myles E.&O.E.: Sotheby’s International Realty Canada FOUNDATION
Broker Brokerage is Independently Owned And Operated.
Trusted Leaders in

Vision Care since 1993

torontoeyecare

MANULIFE CENTRE
55 BLOOR ST. W.
416-966-1955

Jeyful
Homecare

Serving our community since 2012
PSW and Nursing services
Contact us for a free assessment
647-836-8329
info@joyfulhomecare.ca
www.joyfulhomecare.ca

HAWTHORN
SCHOOL

Where her character will flourish.

Co-ed Daycare,
JK & SK
All-girls grades 1-12

Q York Mills & Leslie

416-444-3054
hawthornschool.com
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